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OUR VISION

“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam …  

To  serve the world market of 
jewellery seamlessly through a 
strong and robust Indian SEZ 
Infrastructure and policies



The GJEPC has formed a  dedicated 

committee group for the Special Economic 

Zones ( SEZ) in the year 2020-21 with a 

broad objective of representing /resolving 

the trade concerns of its SEZ members and 

also supporting them in promoting their 

export businesses. The committee is also 

focused upon the promotion and 

development of the SEZ model w.r.t gems 

and jewellery sector by enhancing their 

infrastructure, technology and human 

resource capacities and improving ease of 

doing business with the support of the 

government. The committee consists of six 

(6) key members with Mr. Suvankar Sen and 

Mr. Bobby Kothari serving as the convener 

and co-convener of the committee.
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Objectives with special reference to SEZs:-

Trade promotion 

Enhancing membership value

Representing and resolving member’s 
concerns.

Improving ease of doing business 

Promotion of SEZs model across 
different countries

Developing and strengthening 
resources( Infrastructure, Human 

resources &  Technology )

OBJECTIVES  



About the
Newsletter

Hope you all enjoy reading the newsletter !!!!!

Mr. Colin Shah 
Chairman 
GJEPC 

Our vision is to develop 
the  SEZs model in such 
a manner that  ensures  
India becomes a 
marketplace for the 
world in the gems and 
jewellery sector through 
the growth and 
development of the SEZs 
in the country.

“

“

Mr. Sabyasachi Ray 
Executive Director
GJEPC 

SEZs spanned across the 
different locations of the 
country are home to over 
500 gem and jewellery 
manufacturing units which 
are exporting  numerous 
gem and jewellery 
products amounting to 
US$10.62 constituting for 
around 30% of the 
country’s total gem and 
jewellery exports. It makes 
the SEZ model catalyst to 
the growth of the gems 
and jewellery sector and 
the Indian economy

“

“

Mr. Suvankar Sen
Convener  
SEZ Sub-Committee 

India’s gem and jewellery 
units in SEZs carry a great 
level of manufacturing  
prowess  including high 
end technology and 
designing capabilities, 
highly skilled human 
resource and state  of the 
art of infrastructure for  
producing  wide range of 
gem and jewellery product 
including studded gold 
jewellery, coloured  
gemstones , silver 
jewellery that cater to the 
demand of the world 
market.

“

“
In the light of the key objectives of promoting and 
developing the SEZ model the SEZ committee has 
been constantly planning and undertaking various 
initiatives. In order to apprise the SEZ members with 
all the activities that are being initiated for the SEZ 
units’ holders spanned across the various SEZs – 
Mumbai(SEEPZ), Jaipur, Kolkata, Noida,  Surat, 
Chennai and Hyderabad among others, a Quarterly 
Newsletter –‘ SEZ Focus’  would be released on the 
quarterly basis. The newsletter would encapsulate the 
updates pertaining to the policy 
represented/resolved, projects 
commenced/progressed, SEZ export performance 
and key activities/events conducted under the 
guidance of the SEZ committee. 

The second issue of the quarterly newsletter includes 
all the activities commenced during the time period 
April – September 2021.

Messages from Chairman, Convener of SEZ Sub Committee and ED.



1. Meetings with Key Government Representatives and
Developments w.r.t Infrastructure Project and other
representations 

Mega CFC is one of the major projects  of the GJEPC which was commenced by the 
Council last year. 

About Mega CFC - The Mega CFC is planned with an aim to increase efficiencies of 
the Jewellery Processing Units including SMEs by offering common facilities which 
are not available with the individual units. 

SEZ
Sub Committee
Actions-April -September

Mega CFCs

Efforts/Initiatives which were 
undertaken by the SEZ Sub-Committee 
during the period from April to 
September 2021 are encapsulated 
below under the following categories:

Diversification 
in product line

Increase in 
exports by 
10% p.a. Efficient 

production 
and high 
product 
quality

Cost 
reduction

Access to 
advanced 

technology and 
machinery

Enhancing 
skills of 
workers

Enhanced
competitiveness

and
growth in
Business



As on 31st March 2021 after conducting the survey through National Productivity 
Council (NPC) feasibility study was completed.
 
Thereafter, during April-September 2021 the SEZ Sub Committee presented the 
concept of Mega CFC during various meetings with the key Government 
representatives. 

Consequently,  various announcemnets and developments have taken place 
during the last 6 months related to the project which are briefly depicted in the 
following time lines. :

Amenities and Services:
4 major components of CFC 

01

Machinery 
Service Centre

02

Business 
Facilitation 
Centre and 
Services

03

04
Training 
and 
Skilling 
Centre

Cutting Edge

Technology

Centre



Milestones

2019-2020

4th September 2021

Approval for conducting feasibility 
study for a mega CFC was received 

by GJEPC from department of 
Commerce on  21st August, 2019

Detailed concept was presented by 
Co-convener SEZ Sub committee to 
CS during an intercatative Meet. CS 

asked SEEPZ authority and GJEPC to 
give a presenetation on DPR at 

MoC&I on 20th September 2021

2020-2021

31st March 2021

19th August 2021

Completion of feasibility study by 
NPC and found 2 locations for setting 

up Mega CFC – (i) SEEPZ, Mumbai 
and (ii) Surat DTA. 

GJEPC appointed National 
Productivity Council (NPC)  for 
conducting the feasibility study to 
find the feasibility and identify the 
locations of the Mega CFC

CIM announced Rs. 50 crores 
each for setting up Mega CFC in 
SEEPZ and Surat.

21st September 2021

23rd September 2021

11th October 2021 

Chairman presented the detailed 
concept of Mega CFC to CIM at 

SEEPZ and CIM announced Rs. 70 
crores for settig up the proejct.

DPR was presented at MoC&I, 
Delhi. CS asked to submit the 
DPR .

GJEPC submitted the DPR 
to SEEPZ authority which 
has further submitted the 
report to MoC&I. 



19th August  2021

Commerce and Industry Minister (CIM) Meeting with 
EPCs / Commodity Boards in Mumbai  to discuss 

measures for increasing exports 

Rs. 200 crore to be spent for refurbishing and rebuilding SEEPZ:

Rs. 50 crores were announced for setting up Mega CFC in SEEPZ

Hon’ble Minister of Commerce and Industry Minister, Consumer Affairs and Food and 
Public Distribution and Textiles, GoI Shri Piyush Goyal during a meeting with the various 
export promotion councils (EPCs) , Commodity boards and authorities in Mumbai on 
19th August 2021 for discussing the measures to enhance and increase exports made the 
following key announcements pertaining to the Mega CFC project. 

GJEPC Requests : Sought support in setting up the Mega CFC  in SEEPZ Mumbai and 
Surat DTA

Major announcements by CIM w.r.t Mega CFC 

• Setting up a Mega CFC (Common Facilitation Centre)  in SEEPZ is pivotal for 
providing services at very competitive prices.
• A budget of Rs. 50 crores each for Mega CFC Projects - SEEPZ was announced 
Commerce Secretary visited SEEPZ
• Commerce Secretary, Shri B V R Subrahmanyam visited SEEPZ, Mumbai and asked 
to expedite the process of submitting Detailed Project Report of the Mega CFC project.

Details of the Mega CFC project and  
announcements during the various 
meetings are briefly explained here below : 



4th September 2021

Commerce Secretary Visit at Mumbai

GJEPC organized Interactive Session with G&J Exporters

During an exclusive interactive session organised by the GJEPC with Shri B V R 
Subrahmanyam, Commerce Secretary, MOC & I, GoI on 4th September in Mumbai, 
following developments took place:

GJEPC other representations  during the meeting

• Allowance of Property Transfer at SEZ.
• Announcing of E-commerce Policy for G&J with RMS by Customs.
• ECGC Coverage of G&J Exports. 
• Introduction of Diamond Imprest License in FTP.
• Introduction of Repair Policy in FTP.
• Withdrawal of 2% Internet Equalisation Tax. 
• Announcement of Shopping Festival by Govt. with GJEPC and ITPO as organisers. 
• Non-availability of duty-free Gold/Silver to exporters. 
• Duty Drawback to be made online to streamline duty benefit delivery of raw material  
 to exporters.  
• FTA with USA; FTA with Canada; FTA with Australia; FTA with UAE with lowering of  
 import duty on gold; and
• Providing RMS facility to exports under $50000 for G&J sector at Customs.



Key points related to Mega CFC SEEPZ
 
• The Mega CFC – SEEPZ Concept was  presented by Mr. Bobby Kothari,    
  co-convener , SEZ Sub Committee 
• Commerce secretary asked the SEEPZ authorities to finalise the DPR  and   
 present the same on 20th September 2021 at New Delhi 
• Expedite the  process so that  the mega CFC can be started  by October next  
 year.

Mega CFC – Surat

DPR for  Mega CFC is in progress and will  be prepared  on the same lines of Mega 
CFC SEEPZ. 

Representations during meeting with CIM

Transfer Property

Diamonds to be imported free of Payment in
SEEPZ

Reverse Job work

Exorbitant NSDL charges

Exemption of stamp duty

Supply of Precious metals from foreign buyer 
to SEZ units
Increase the time from 28days to 45 or 60
days

Valuation of Old capital goods

 CS Response 

The file is under consideration with Hon’ble CIM, notification 
would be issued. 90% chances of incorporation 
This was allowed earlier. CS asked to give representation to 
DC; may be resolved soon.

CS informed he is aware of the issue, and this is one of the 
agenda points of discussion with the Department of Revenue.

CS responded we will look into the matter.
CS said to raise the issue with Maharashtra Government, DoC 
will also write and chase the matter

CS responded we will look into the matter

CS responded we will look into the matter,

The policy may be simplified, CS responded we will look into 
the matter



CIM’s Interactive session at
IIJS Premiere 2021 

18th September 2021 

CIM Meeting at IIJS & GJEPC Requests for

The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council organised an interactive session 
during IIJS Premiere 2021, one of Asia’s leading Gem & Jewellery trade 
exhibitions, in Bengaluru. The conference was graced by the presence of Shri 
Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister for Commerce & Industry, Textile, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Govt of India .

During the meeting the Minister has assured to look into all the concerns raised, 
whether it is support in setting up Jewellery Park, Equalisation Levy, 
E-commerce, Repair Policy, FTA with Australia, and the USA.



The honourable Commerce Minister had visited the SEEPZ facility and interacted with 

SEEPZ leadership along with jewellery exporters on 23rd September ,2021 

The major announcements during the visit  - 
• Allocation of  Rs. 200 Crore for upgrading SEEPZ  infrastructure

• Approval of  Rs. 70 Crore for a Mega Common Facility Centre (CFC) at SEEPZ

CIM Meeting with SEEPZ Members
23rd September ,2021 



B. Model Karigar Workshop 

2. Skill Development Programmes 

The model karigar workshop has been conceptualised to create conducive /desired 

working condition of the workers by improving the processes of production  , ensuring 

proper health and safety standards for  the workers, and meeting all legal compliances 

.The Model Karigar centres of reputed firm namely  Tanishq is being referenced so that 

workshop based on the same standards can be set up in Kolkata. 

Status Update : 
A concept paper and detailed budget for the Model Karigar Workshop has been 

drafted and submitted . 

In order to enhance the current state of skill of the members of the council, several 

skill development programmes and activities were organized. 

1. A specialised course on  hybrid manufacturing of jewellery with an amalgamation  

 of press work , die sinking and casting  was organised  

2. The course had 12 participating companies with 2 participants from each company

Course on Stamping and casting by Dr. Parag Vyas  



The committee frequently meets its members for understanding their issues and 

requirements so that the actions can be taken in a desired direction. 

3. Members Meet and Webinars 

Key Features of the workshop 

•   Stamping 
•   Press & Die work ( die sinking , upkeep and maintenance)
•   Optimal performance and full optimization of press tools
•   Investment Casting 
•   Practical demonstration 
•   Discussion of theoretical aspects and explanation of Practice  
     method
•   Recommended reading/ Book Titles
•   Questions presented by participants & answers for the same
•   Support over mail during workshop duration

An  interactive meet with SEZ members  was organised with the 
following objectives:- 

•   To discuss the policy updates as per the GJEPC representations  
     to the Government. 
•   To share update on Mega CFC Project – SEEPZ Mumbai and Surat 
•   To share ongoing  activities /events for SEZ members 
•   To discuss any other concerns and expectations of members

SEZ Members’ Meet – 29th September 2021



SEZ Members Interactive meet – Jaipur Region ( 23rd August 2021 )

A meeting has been organised by the council for the SEZ members in the Jaipur region 

to understand their issues and challenges faced by the members in the respective region 

. 

Key points discussed during the meeting are as follows 

• Transfer of Title/ Sublet of Unit

• Allowing sending of Loose gemstones in DTA by SEZ units for Job  work

• Allowing exports of 24 carat jewellery

• LOA renewal delays and 3/6 months interim renewal due to audit conducted by  

 NSEZ and adhoc queries 

• SEZ Customs to facilitate import clearances on Saturdays at least for raw material. 

• Permitting for sending of advance payments to overseas suppliers of precious  

 metals 

• Provision for grant of an extension of 6 months in the period of 1 year presently  

 being allowed to reimport the goods sent on consignment basis.  

• Allowing for returning imported raw material which are of no use or does not   

 conform with the quality, subject to it is covered in the purchase contract between  

 buyer and seller.

• Allowing for sending jewellery for setting of stones, in DTA for job work as the  

 same is allowed in Mumbai SEEPZ

• Permitting availing of duty drawback to DTA unit against SEZ Supplies

• Granting Income tax exemption for old units as the rate for them is 25% against  

 MAT adjustment whereas the rate is 22% for new units. The old units must also be  

 taxed at 22% rate.

• The SEZ units may be allowed to get refund of GST suffered on air tickets booked  

 or other petty purchases done by them.

• The SEZ units are procuring some inputs from DTA which sometimes are not   

 utilized, the same must be allowed to return to the supplier.

• The building byelaws of RIICO (SEZ Developer) does not permit building height  

 above 15 meters. The same shall be increased for SEZ



4. Ease of Doing Business 

GJEPC frequently and aggressively  represents the 

SEZ /G&J sector requirements to the government 

so as to enhance Ease of Doing Business for the 

overall sector. Few of the key issues which have 

been representing to the Government along with 

their status as on 30th September are descried 

here below :



5. Status update of E-commerce
policy /activities

E-Commerce policy is one of the major initiatives of the 
GJEPC for enhancing the business of the gem and 
jewellery sector during this digitised age. This would 
enable the -----------------------

Gems & Jewellery e-Commerce EODB Facilitation received till date

The movement of e-commerce parcels through post from SEEPZ /SEZs has been 

allowed by the Department of Post facilitating booking of gems and jewellery export 

shipments, after custom clearance, through post for movement to destination county. 



Gems & Jewellery eCommerce EODB Facilitation received till date 

•   CBIC Clarified on the exportability of Gems and Jewellery in Courier mode on 27th   

     Nov 2020

•   ECCS launched at Jaipur Courier Terminal on 9th August 2021

•   SOP for SEEPZ/ SEZs recommended by working group of stakeholders formed by   

     DoC in March 2021 

•    International Business Centre (IBC), CSIA, Mumbai started processing of Gems and                               

Jewellery shipments in the month of May 2021

•    G&J Processing Zone identified by MIAL (Custodian) at Mumbai Courier terminal

•    BCAS 2004 Circular provisions amended on 9th June 2021 which were restricting   

      the movement of G&J in Courier 

Facilitations in Pipeline 

1. Allowing reimport of returns under courier mode/ SOP.

2. Notification of Courier SOP for SEEPZ/ SEZs as recommended by SEEPZ    

 working Group previously formed by DoC 

3. Facilitate movement of eCommerce shipments through POST from every district   

 of the Country. SOP to be notified.

4. Message/ data interchange between ICES/ POST/ ECCS/ SEZ ONLINE/ EDPMS/   

 IDPMS/ GSTN/ DGFT etc.

5. Introducing a New Para in FTP for recognizing eCommerce as a valid medium of   

 export.  

          Additional initiatives for promoting retail exports 

• MOU with e-bay 



6. SEZ Overall Performance
April -September   2021 

Month-Wise Gross exports of SEZs
( April – September  2021 )

Gross exports from SEZs during April – September 

2021 stood at US$ 3357.39 million as against 

pre-covid level of exports of  US$ 5123.49 million 

registered in April -September 2019 exhibiting a 

negative growth of (-) 34.47 %  ( Table 1 )

Port-Wise Gross Exports of SEZs (April – September 21) 

Exports from the key SEZs including  SEEPZ, Surat, Jaipur, and Kolkata SEZs, which 

account for around 95 % of total exports of SEZs  have witnessed a recovery during the 

period from April-September 2021. Infact, exports from these SEZs exceeded the 

pre-covid level of exports with the growth rates of  70.82 %, 135.98 %, 33.54 % and 116.76 

% respectively. However, total exports from SEZs  recorded a decline by (-) 34.47 % to 

US$ 3357.39 million in April -September 2021 from US$ 5123.49 million registered in April 

-September 2019 majorly on account of steep decline in exports from the Cochin and 

Hyderabad SEZs ( Table -2 ) 

Table 1 – Month-wise Gross exports of SEZs (April – September 2021 )



Commodity -Wise gross exports -April -September 2021 

Cut and polished diamonds, gold jewellery , silver jewellery, coloured gemstones , lab 

grown diamonds  are the major commodities which are exported from the SEZs. Exports 

of all these products have shown a recovery during April-Sept 2021 in comparison to the 

exports recorded during the Covid time i.e. April-Sept 2020, while there are few 

products including Cut and polished diamonds, Studded Gold Jewellery Plain Silver 

jewellery Studded silver jewellery , Plain platinum jewellery and Imitation jewellery have 

recorded a positive export growth from the SEZs during April -September 2021 in 

comparison with April -September 2019  (table-3). It implies exports of certain 

commodities during the current time period has exceeded even the exports during the 

pre-covid level of exports. This is majorly on account of opening of the key export 

markets USA , European etc.,  pent up demand, resumption of trade shows , improved 

business and consumer sentiments  and so on and  so forth. 

Plain gold jewellery (-90.13%), Coloured Gemstones ( -23.03 %) and Polished Lab-grown 

diamonds (-56.25%)  are the commodities that have registered a negative export growth 

in April -September 2021  as compared to April -September 2019. ( Table – 3 ) 

Table 2 - Gems and Jewellery SEZ  wise exports
( April - September  2021 ) 



3. Country- Wise gross exports of SEZs – April – September 2021

Gems and Jewellery exports from SEZs to almost all the major export destinations 

during April -September 2021 are higher in comparison to the pre-covid level of exports 

in April -September 2019.  Exports to Hong Kong and USA, which accounts for 78 % of 

total exports by SEZs, during April -September 2021 have exceeded the pre-covid level 

of exports during April -September 2019. Exports to USA rose by 107.33%  to 

US$1469.33 million from US$708 million in April-September 2019 and exports to HK 

increased by 91.54% to US$1150.84 million from US$600 million during the same period 

in 2019. 

Gems and Jewellery exports by SEZs to other destinations such as UK , Australia, 

France, Belgium and Canada among others have also shown a rise during the same 

period in comparison with April -September 2019. 

However, exports of gems and Jewellery exports to India’s one of the major export 

markets i.e. UAE have witnessed a significant decline of (-) 92.4 % during April 

-September 2021 as compared to April -September 2019 (Table -4 ) 

Table 3 - Commodity wise gross exports
from SEZs – April – September 2021



Table 4 - Country-wise SEZ gross Exports
April- September 2021 



Gem and Jewellery Sector :
Target Exports and Actual Exports 

The Government of India has given an export target of US$41.67 billion to the GJEPC for 

the FY2021-2022.

The GJEPC has been constantly undertaking various initiatives including organising 

trade shows at the national and international shows, doing business networking meet as 

India Global Connect , resolving members’ issues etc. for pushing the exports towards 

achieving the target level of exports. 

Actual exports of the gem and jewellery in line with the target exports are also regularly 

monitored by the Council. Status pertaining to Target and Actual Exports is depicted 

below:

Table 5 -Target and Actual Exports Status as on 30th September 2021

With the actual exports of US$19.1 billion achieved during April-Sept 2021 45.91% of the 

total export target for the said time period i.e. US$20.8 billion has been achieved, while 

there is a deficit of US$1.7 billion.



Future Activities/Events/Meets planned
by SEZ sub-Committee 

Key Features of the workshop 

a) Mega CFC Project – SEEPZ & Surat 
Planning and execution of the Mega CFC project 

b) Skill Development

• Stamping & Casting 
• New technologies available in the world 
• Quality control 

c) Webinar /Events 

• SEZ Catalyst for economic growth
• Global Partners Meet 
• How to set up SEZ unit?
• Webinar on Rhodium Prices 
• Webinar on e-commerce activities 

d) Policy 

Continuous follow-up and representation of SEZ members issues 
and concerns to the government 

e)  Export target of US$22.5 billion



to ICICI Bank,
Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra - East,

Mumbai 400 051, India
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