
Press Release: First Ever International Colored Gemstone Mines to Market Conference to be organised 

by GJEPC A step towards consolidating India as a Global Brand  

 

Jaipur, September 9, 2011: The Gem and Jewellery Export Promotion Council of India (GJEPC) will be 

organizing the first ever International Colored Gemstone Mines to Market Conference on the 2 nd & 3rd 

of November 2011 in Jaipur. The two day conference will witness experts from various countries 

assemble here and discuss the various aspects involved in global colored Gemstone trade. Based on 

Council’s existing initiative of International Diamond Conference held last year, Mines to Market for 

Colored Gemstone aims at reinforcing India’s position as the global hub for colored Gemstones. 

 

The Gem & Jewellery industry is undoubtedly the fastest growing industry in the world. In India not only 

does it contribute extensively to the economy but also provides substantial employment opportunities 

in the country. With Mines to Market initiative, the industry stands to address all the global concerns, 

forge a solid road ahead, determine all the necessary steps that need to be taken to establish and 

maintain the Global Brand positioning of India. We are the leaders in manufacturing emeralds and 

Tanzanites and Jaipur is key when it comes to colour stones in India. Through such efforts, GJEPC hope 

to establish India as a complete market from where all needs can be sourced- In short make it a One 

Stop Shop for the global consumers. Said Mr. Rajiv Jain, Chairman, GJEPC  

 

Over the last five years India has been one of the acknowledged as one of the primary sectors of 

manufacturing colored gemstones. Jaipur itself engages over 1 lakh people in this trade. Over the years, 

India maintained its performance in the gem and jewellery sector. The conference aims at taking stock, 

of the Colored Gemstone Industry globally and evolving a way forward, with each country presenting a 

paper on the future plans, panel discussions, interact, discuss and exchange views on issues and 

concerns and forge a common way forward.  

 

In an attempt to balance the ambience of seminars & conferences, GJEPC plans to host three nights of 

culture & cuisine backed with classical music, folk & fusion band & sound & light show from Jaipur giving 

the event a true Indian touch.  

 

This year, GJEPC has confirmed the following list of speaker who will broadly cover topics relating every 

aspect of colour stone trade from mining & geology, enhancements, treatments & other researches to 

branding & marketing, logistic & finance among others. The conference will be moderated by industry 

expert & gem explorer, Mr. Yianni Melas  

 

Speakers 
 

1. Robert Weldon- one of world’s best photographers on gems, GIA California  

2. Bill Larson -Geologist and owner of Pala Gems, USA 

3. Federico Barlocher- Gem Trade Italy and expert on Burma.  

4. Richard Hughes-author of ruby and sapphire book, director of mining in Laos, Australia 

5. George Shen- leading expert on China and renowned Gemologist 



6. Odulio Moura-best Geologist in Brasil and buyer for wild company in Germany. 

7. Vincent Pardeau-GIA Thailand, famous gem explorer  

8. Steve Benett- owner Gems.tv in UK 

9. Wilawan Atichat- Director Thai Gemological Institute  

10. Glenn Lehrer-Master American Gem carver cutter and artist 

11. Peter Lyckberg-one of world’s best geologists on Russia and Afghanistan, Sweden 

12. Shaltiel Cohen- worlds best cutter and consultant for setting up cutting factories, Zamrot  

13. Jeffry Wang Chi Ming-CEO of Magfrey, one of China’s largest jewelry factories HK S.E listed  

14. John & Mark Saul- father and son. Legendary Geologist and Miners in Africa 

15. Ian Harebottle, Gemfields 

16. Abdulai Gounassi, Grizzly Emeralds 

17. Edward Boehm, leading Geologist from USA 

18. Helmut Zimmerman 

 

Notes to the Editors: 
The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion Council is an all - India apex body for Gem & Jewellery 

representing 5,500 members. Set up in 1966, it operates under the supervision of the Ministry of 

Commerce & Industry, Government of India. 

 

For more information, kindly contact :  

GJEPC: Dolly Choudhary, Deputy Director, Promotions & Marketing, 9122-26544613 , 

dolly@gjepcindia.com 

Raksha Manihar, Manager, Promotions & Marketing, 9122-26544645, raksha@gjepcindia.com 

Clea PR: Dolie George, Clea Public Relations, 9892665625, dolie@cleapublicrelations.com 
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